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and April 1934, with the result that the Austrian Government felt
able to order the release of a considerable number of Nazis from the
prisons or concentration camps in which they were confined. At the
beginning of May, however, Herr Habicht resumed his broadcast
attacks from Munich, and by the middle of the month incidents on
the frontier, the interruption of 'patriotic5 meetings by Nazis, and
attempts to dislocate holiday traffic were affording proof of a return
to the old methods. By the end of May a new campaign of terror
was in full swing. Railways and railway waiting rooms were favourite
objects of attack, but attempts were also made to blow up electricity
and power undertakings and public buildings as well as private
houses. Considerable material damage was caused, but few people
were injured in these outrages. By the second week of June the
campaign had assumed such serious proportions that the Government
appealed to the whole population to assist the authorities in detecting
the authors of bombing outrages and other crimes. There was a
further extension of martial law to permit of the establishment of
summary courts at various centres, and local defence corps, known
as Ortwehr, were organized to act under the orders of the regular
police.

This was the situation when, on the 14th and 15th June, Herr
Hitler paid an official visit to Signor Mussolini at Venice and discussed
with him, according to the official communique, problems of general
policy and problems of more direct interest to Italy and Germany
cin a spirit of cordial collaboration'. The questions dealt with were
naturally assumed to have included German relations with Austria,
and it was semi-officially announced on the Italian side that Signor
Mussolini had prevailed upon Herr Hitler to agree that there should
be no interference with Austria's independence, and that Germany
and Italy should collaborate to promote a speedy return to normal
political conditions in Austria. On the German side, it was denied
that Herr Hitler had given any pledge to Signor Mussolini regarding
the cessation of the Nazi campaign in Austria, and this contention
was borne out by the continuance of bomb outrages during the second
half of June. In July, however, there was a marked decrease in
Nazi activity, and hopes that the corner had been turned were
strengthened by reports that the Austrian Legion was at length being
transferred from camps near the frontier to the north of Bavaria.
These hopes were destined not to be fulfilled, for the comparative
peace of the first three weeks of July ushered in the second of the
two tragic climaxes of the year 1934: the Nazi Putsch of the 25th
July and the death of Dr. Dollfuss.